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Today’s gospel offers a practical situation—two types of people. A father makes a request to his 

two sons to go to the family vineyard and work. The first son’s response was defiance. “No, I 

won’t go,” he says, “I have plans with my friends.” 

Many of you who are parents have encountered that kind of response in some time or another. 

Some people whether young or old have a stubborn streak in them and they rebel no matter 

how small or big the request. 

A four-year-old, I saw in one of my family visits strode around the house announcing, “I am not 

that I am not! I am not that I am not.” Do you know any four-year-olds with the same contrary 

nature? Maybe you have a member of your family who has a little streak stubbornness in him or 

her.  

We all know people whose first response is always, “No!” Fortunately, some of these ornery 

people have good hearts. And if they have time to reconsider and see the worth of that work, 

they will eventually pitch in and be the best workers. That was the first son in the parable Jesus 

told. He was initially defiant, after reflecting on his father’s request, changes his mind and went 

to work.  

Though he was quite polite, the response of the 2nd son was really much worse than his older 

brother’s defiance. His response was insincere. The second son was like many of us. There are 

many people who are nice, friendly, basically Christian who will never argue when asked to do 

something. Never ever say “No!” And yet getting them to actually do anything is a near 

impossibility. The younger son said he would go to the vineyard and do the work, but never did.  

Of course, Jesus wasn’t interested in giving a lesson on family life. He was talking about what it 

means to follow him. And what it means is this—It’s time to get into action. It is not enough just 

to be nice, polite person.  

The good Samaritan was not “good” because he had good manners. Jesus called him good 

because he saw a stranger in need and went to his aid. The rich young man missed out on the 

kingdom of Heaven not because he was immoral. He testified that he had kept the 

commandments from the time he was a lad—and he had. He missed the kingdom because he 

was not willing to share what he has with the poor and follow Jesus. James in his letter puts it so 

clearly, “Faith, without works is dead.” It doesn’t matter how spiritual we may be if we are not 

willing to minister to the needs of the people around us.  

A close reading of the gospels reveal that Jesus intended his followers to get to action serving 

people in need as he served. Paul’s hymn in Philippians gives a call to all: “Have in you the same 



attitude of Christ, who though, he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God , 

rather he emptied himself taking the form of a slave… becoming obedient to the point of death, 

even death on a cross.” 

During the Revolutionary War, a young man is reported to have come to George Washington and 

said, “General Washington, I want you to know that I believe in you and your cause. I fully 

support you.”  

Washington graciously thanked him and asked the young man, “What regiment are you in? 

Under whose command do you serve? The young man replied, “Oh, I’m not in the army. I am just 

a civilian.”  

The general replied, “Young man, if you believe in me and my cause, then you join the army. 

You put on uniform. You get yourself a rifle and you fight.” 

That is Christ’s summons to us. We are called to be soldiers in the army of Christ. If we believe in 

him and his cause for which he died, then we are called to take up his cross and walk in his 

footsteps doing good works. 

We must see ourselves in this story of two sons who were asked to go to the vineyard and do the 

work. One said, “NO!” But changed his mind and went to do the work. And the other simply said, 

“I will go.” But never went to do the work. Then we must ask God for the courage and 

commitment to leave our comfort zone and seek to more closely walk in the footsteps of the 

Master. 

There is a country song by Keni Thomas titled, “Not Me” that speaks to the resistance that many 

of us exhibit. The first verse of the song says volunteers needed for the children’s baseball team, 

and every dad thinking, “not me.”  

And the song says, this league is built on coaches who stood right there said, “Not me, not me, 

no way. With this job of mine I could never find the time. Not me not me.” 

And the chorus says, “The world becomes a better place when someone stands and leads the 

way.  Steps forward when they’d rather say, “Not me.” 

The world is a better place because of the contributions of hosts of people who at first said, “Not 

me,” but eventually did what God called them to do. 

Listen carefully to the voice of Christ this morning/evening in your hearts. Is there something that 

he has been asking you to do—something for the church, something for the neighbor, something 

in your family—but you have been saying, “Not me, not me.” Isn’t time for you and me to join 

the older son in the parable and get to do the work in the vineyard of God?    


