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I love good news/bad news jokes. We laugh at them because of the element of surprise, but 

also because we can relate to the scenarios in them.  

A gallery owner says to an artist, “I have some good news and bad news.” The artist asks, 

“What’s the good news?” Gallery owner says, “The good news is that a woman came in here 

today asking if the price of your paintings would go up after you die. When I told her they 

would, she bought every one of your paintings.” Artist asks, “That’s great! What is the bad 

news?” Gallery owner says, “The bad news is that the woman was your doctor.” 

In our scripture today, Malachi in the 1st reading and Jesus in the gospel had to deliver some 

terrible news to us. But they didn’t deliver it in the good news/bad news formula we’re 

accustomed to. They tell us the bad news first, but then the good news—that God had 

already planned to help them persevere when events in the future became painful and 

chaotic.  

“Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, and that will set them on fire. But for you who 

fear my name, there will arise the sun of justice with its healing rays,” God’s words in 

Malachi.  

“Nations will rise against nations …, there will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and 

plagues …, there will be persecutions, you will be thrown into prisons, and some will be put 

to death. It is a time for you to give your testimony. But your perseverance will secure your 

lives,” says Jesus. 

It happens fairly often. A person gets to my ear on the way out of Mass, “Father, do you 

think we’re living in the end times?” It’s not an easy question to answer. When I watch the 

news, I sometimes wonder myself. Floods, fires, heat domes, tornadoes, droughts, melting 

ice caps – you can make the list as well as I can. Think about these things against the 

background of today’s scripture reading, and you can see why people raise such questions.  

Tragedy and suffering abound in every time and place. Biblical apocalyptic literature dealing 

with the ‘last things’ is not usually precise about timelines. Even Jesus seems to waffle on 

the details, “When you hear of wars and insurrections … it will not immediately be the end.”  

In such times we better remember two things. First, the list of natural or human made 

disasters in apocalyptic teaching definitely serve to get our attention. It reassures that the 

stakes are high, and it can certainly try our faith. Secondly, there is also inevitably a promise 



of deliverance and restoration. When everything seems to be collapsing and there is no 

hope of future, Jesus says, “Do not be afraid.”  

Jesus told not only the Temple, the magnificent center of Jewish life and faith was destined 

for destruction but also in verse 6,  it’s easy to put out their faith, to anchor their hope in 

the things they can touch and see in the world. It is so easy to be impressed by appearances, 

possessions, symbols of security.  

Are you wearing something that is counterfeit—purses, watches, shoes etc.? Even more 

crucial, could you be believing somethings that are counterfeit?  

Jesus knew that it is fear that motivates us to put our trust in things we can touch and see, 

things we can own. We find security and significance in our homes and church buildings, 

appearances and possessions. And worry leads us into chasing after any false prophets or 

gurus who promise us security and significance. An increased desire to control our lives in 

turn causes us even more fearful and anxious.  

The solution to fear is to trust God’s plan no matter what the future holds. Jesus says 

beautifully in verse 14: “But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will 

defend yourselves.” That’s interesting, don’t you think?  

Vernon Jordan is a lawyer, civil rights activist. In May 1980, he was shot in an assassination 

attempt. Afterward, from his hospital bed, Jordan told his pastor that he had a vision that 

he had died in the shooting, and all his life had passed before his eyes. And one message 

kept coming back to him as he looked over his whole life. It was the message that his 

mother put at the end of every letter she’d ever written to him: “Remember, son, if you 

trust God, He will take care of you.”  

As he lay there in the dark in a pool of his own blood, Jordan found great comfort in those 

words, “Remember, son, if you trust God, He will take care of you.” 

In the gospel, Jesus reminds us that all earthly things that we put our trust in, will one day 

be destroyed. Because the kingdom of God is not something we can touch and see. It is the 

Spirit of God working in human hearts to bring about holiness and justice, righteousness and 

peace until the day Jesus comes again.  

The ultimate good news is that we really are not in control of our lives and destinies, but a 

loving God is in control and every good thing in our life that we have lost will be restored. 

And we will live life more fully and more wondrously than we have ever imagined. 


