
From the Pastor’s desk, St. Philip Benizi Church 

 

We have received 2 questions from the Dear Father… box.   We hope to receive more questions this 
week.  

Date: September 27, 2020 

1st Question: What are the fundamental differences between the Roman Catholic Church and the 
Eastern Orthodox? and What caused the separation?  

Differences between Roman Catholics and Eastern Orthodox: 

Different theologies: Both were valid, but each had its own perspective. The West (Latin) was more 
practical and, although with belief in the divinity of Christ, put emphasis on his humanity when depicting 
Jesus in art — especially by making realistic crucifixes. The East (Byzantine) was more theoretical and, 
although fully believing in the humanity of Christ, focused on his divinity, which was much more 
mysterious. 

 Nicene Creed. Catholic Creed says that the Spirit “proceeds from the Father and the Son.” Orthodox 
Catholics say that the Spirit “proceeds from the Father”. Eastern Orthodox challenged when the Latin 
composed the word Filioque (“and the Son”) in the sixth century. 

Councils: The Eastern Orthodox communion bases its teachings on Scripture and “the seven ecumenical 
councils, and the Nicaea II (787) the last one. Catholics recognize these seven Ecumenical councils and 
the series of Ecumenical councils, leading up to Vatican II, which closed in 1965. The Eastern Orthodox 
say there have been no ecumenical councils since 787, the teaching after Nicaea II as universal 
authority.  

The Pope’s Authority: Since the Eastern schism began, The Orthodox have generally claimed that the 
Pope has only a primacy of honor among the Bishops of the World, not a primacy of authority. But the 
concept of primacy of honor without a corresponding authority cannot be derived from the Bible. 

Eucharistic bread: Byzantines in the East use leavened bread in their Divine Liturgy to symbolize the 
Risen Christ, and Latins in the West used unleavened bread as was used by Jesus at the Last Supper. 

Ignorance: The Byzantine Church knew less and less Latin and even less Latin tradition, and vice versa. 
So, most patriarchs in Constantinople couldn’t read any Latin, and most popes in Rome couldn’t read any 
Greek. 

The causes of Separation. 

One of the most tragic division within Christianity is the one between the Catholic Church and Eastern 
Orthodox Churches. Both have valid holy orders (priesthood) and Apostolic succession through the 
episcopacy (Pope for Catholics and Patriarch for E. Orthodox), celebrate the same sacraments, both 
believe almost the same theology, proclaim the same faith in Christ. 

https://www.dummies.com/religion/christianity/catholicism/basic-beliefs-of-catholicism/


There was no single event that marked the separation but rather a sliding into and out of schism during 
a period of several centuries, punctuated with temporary reconciliations. The East’s final break with 
Rome did not come until the 1450s.  

When Emperor appointed an Arian heretic as a patriarch of Constantinople, Pope Julian 
excommunicated the patriarch in 343, and Constantinople remained in schism until John Chrysostom 
assumed the patriarch in 398.   

Roman Empire split into two empires in 395—East and West. West was ruled from Rome and East under 
the name of Byzantine Empire from Constantinople. Roman Empire collapsed in the West in 476 A.D. 
Patriarch of Constantinople had the jurisdiction over other patriarchs in the East and served under the 
emperor, and in practice served at the Emperor’s pleasure. Some patriarchs were good and holy and 
resisted the emperors’ involvement in the church matters. Others attempted to have more power in the 
matters of the universal church matters, and they were in conflict with Rome. Roman Pontiffs were firm, 
defending the Catholic faith against heresies and unruly or immoral secular powers, even the emperor.   

The Byzantine split with Roman Catholicism came about when Pope Leo III crowned Charlemagne, 

King of the Franks, as Holy Roman Emperor in 800. From the Byzantine viewpoint, this was a slap 

to the Eastern Emperor and the Byzantine Empire itself — an empire that had withstood barbarian 

invasions and upheld the faith for centuries. After Rome fell in 476, Byzantium was the only vestige 

of the Holy Roman Empire. 

Charlemagne’s crowning by Pope in 800 as the emperor of Roman Empire made the Byzantine 

Emperor redundant, and relations between the East and the West deteriorated until a formal split 

occurred in 1054. The Eastern Church became the Greek Orthodox Church by severing all ties with 

the Roman Catholic Church — from the pope. 

Over the centuries, the Eastern Church and Western Church became more distant and isolated for 
the following reasons: 

In the Church’s 8th-century struggle against Iconoclastic heresy (which sought to eliminate all 
sacred images), the Pontiff and Western bishops fought for the Catholic practice of veneration of 
Icons, which still very much a part of Orthodox liturgy and spirituality. The patriarch of 
Constantinople sided with the heretical, iconoclastic emperors. 

The Norman conquest of southern Italy helped touch off the great Schism between and Eastern and 
Western Christendom. Catholic Normans compelled the Byzantine Greek communities there to adopt 
the Latin-rite custom of using unleavened bread for the Eucharist. That caused great aggravation 
among Greek Catholics because it is against their ancient custom of using leavened bread. 



In response, the patriarch of Constantinople ordered all the Latin-rite communities in Constantinople 
to conform to the Eastern practice leavened bread. Latins refused. So, the Patriarch closed their 
churches and sent hostile letter to Pope Leo IX. Then, tragedy of errors followed.  

In order to calm the disturbance, in 1054 Pope sent a three-men delegation, led by Cardinal Humbert, 
to visit patriarch Cerularius. But matters worsened. Both sides infuriated each other over diplomatic 
courtesies and a serious rift had developed. Both Cardinal Humbert and Cerularius were men of stiff and 
hot-tempered. Eventually Humbert lost his patience and laid a bull of excommunication of Cerularius on 
the altar of the Holy Wisdom. Cerularius and his synod retaliated by excommunicating Humbert. The 
consummation of the schism is generally dated from the year 1054. This was unfortunate. The validity of 
the bull is questioned because Pope Leo IX was already dead at that time. The relations continued 
between West and East. 

The East final break with Rome did not come until the 1450s. Turks ransacked the city of 
Constantinople suddenly in 1453 and the Byzantine Empire crumbled quickly. Under the pressure from 
Muslims, most of the Eastern churches broke away from the union with Rome, and this is the split that 
persists to this day.  

 Patriarchal authority system weakened and collapsed under the rule of Turkish sultans. Eastern church 
lost its center and fragmented along national lines. Another blow came from Russia when Ivan the Great 
assumed the title of “Czar.” Russia claimed independence from the patriarch of Constantinople in 1489, 
the fist nation to do this. Other ethnic and regional splintering quickly followed, and today there are 
eleven independent Orthodox churches, Russia representing seven-eighths of the total number of 
Orthodox Christians. 

Ecumenical Efforts: While the Catholics and Eastern Orthodox are separate for the moment, what unites 
us still far greater than what divides us. Over the decades there has been efforts for lessening the 
tensions and overcoming the long-lasting hostilities. In 1965, Pope Paul VI and patriarch Athenagoras I 
of Constantinople lifted mutual excommunications of 11th century. In 1995, Pope John Paul II and 
Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople concelebrated the Eucharist together. And John Paul II made 
the reconciliation of Eastern and Western Christendom a special theme of his pontificate seeking to 
promote unity between Catholics and Orthodox. It is again becoming possible to envision a time in 
bringing about Christ’s solemn desire and command “that they may be one” (John 17:11).  

 2nd Question: 

Is the Catholic Church supporting re-electing Donald Trump as President? If not, why is the 

Catholic TV Channel pushing & encouraging Catholics to vote for him & asking for donations for 

his political campaign? 



Answer: No! The Catholic Church is not in the business of supporting any specific candidate for 

President. The Church offers guidelines for the Catholics as they discern how best to stimulate 

political responsibility in a manner that is principled and nonpartisan.  

On Sunday 9/13/2020, the Church passed on the guidelines sent by the Diocese of Charleston to 

the Parishioners inserted in the Bulletin and also found in the Parish website: www.spbcc.org. 

It also clearly reminders: we are to instruct the faithful in forming their consciences on issues, not on a  

specific party or politician. 

Why is the Catholic TV Channel pushing & encouraging Catholics to vote for him & asking for donations 
for his political campaign?  

I am not aware of a Catholic TV channel that encouraging Catholics to vote for a specific candidate and 
asking for donations for his political campaign. If it is an ad, it is fine. Anybody can purchase advertising 
time on TV.   

If there is a specific channel you would like me to research please send a detailed note in the box and, 
and I will do my best to find out. 
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