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Thomas Friedman in his book Thank you for being late says, “The humanity has known 

nothing of the kind of today’s change since the days when Johannes Gutenberg invented 

his press which put the Bible, in the hands of the public. Today’s change is happening 

because of “the three largest forces on the planet – technology, globalization, and 

climate change – are all accelerating at once.” Added to these is today’s politics. 

In times of change like this, Friedman makes a point saying, “We need to be quick and 

smart to catch a breath, to understand what is happening in and around us so that we 

can be a purposeful part of it, not just riders on a bullet train headed to an unknown 

destination.  

Friedman’s idea offers a contemporary compliment to today’s readings. In the first 

reading, we get the cartoon-like story of Jonah warning the people of the once- largest 

city in the world that they have 40 days to repent or be destroyed. Then, we hear Paul tell 

the Corinthians to live as if time is running out. Finally, Mark tells us that Jesus began his 

preaching saying, “This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand.” It all 

calls us to take a good look at our times so that we can make a Gospel-inspired response.  

Jesus began his preaching after John the Baptist’s arrest. Although it was obviously a time 

of danger in his days; Mark interpreted it as a time of Kairos, the opportune time, a 

moment when God’s activity on earth was reaching a peak. Jesus summarized it by 

saying, “The kingdom of God is at hand.”  

The concept of kingdom of God is elusive—not easy to understand. Jesus talked about it 

in parables and analogies that described its great, contagious energy. It’s not a place like 

a country or even a grouping like a church. It’s a state of mind that fosters a new way of 

living. It grows through a web of relationships in which people experience loving union 

with one another and with God.  

In order to be a part of that kingdom, Jesus called for repentance and belief. For Jesus, 

repentance means a thoroughgoing change of mentality and commitment to a vision he 

was preaching. Unlike the people of Nineveh’s fast and put on sackcloth and ashes, Jesus 

invited people to care for one another and feast together – on ongoing basis.  

Jesus walking on the beach of Sea of Galilee saw the two sets of brothers, fishermen and 

said, “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” Notice what happened. They didn’t 

ponder the invitation. But “Immediately, without any delay they followed him,” Mark 



says. The word “immediately” appears 40 times in the brief 16 chapters of Mark’s gospel. 

The last thing Jesus wants is procrastinators. That’s clear in Mark’s gospel. There is a 

sense of urgency. That is the way of life. The really important things require us to respond 

without delay.  

Yet, we see people who are always putting things off until tomorrow. So often, tomorrow 

never comes. Procrastination. It is a modern plague. News headlines have brought us the 

tragic stories of Ballplayers, movie stars, children of famous families, as well as thousands 

of ordinary people having their lives destroyed because of procrastination in getting their 

lives straight. 

Alexander Graham Bell was an amazingly talented person. Among all other well-known 

machines, telephone was the famous creation, of course. It made his family and his 

descendants enormously rich. But, he almost lost it all. You see, Bell never seemed to get 

around to submit a patent application. Finally, his father-in-law, who financed a lot of his 

research, got so impatient that he filed the patent on Bell’s behalf on his birth day 

February 14, 1876. And it was a good thing he did, because just a few hours later, another 

scientist Elisha Gray went to the Patent office to get a patent on the telephone he was 

working.  

Wouldn’t you agree that somethings are so important that you need to act on them 

NOW.     

There is an even greater urgency about altering a lifestyle. It’s an awful thing to wake up 

and realize it is too late—too late to save your marriage—too late, you’re hooked, you’re 

addicted—too late, you’ve been caught, you’ve brought disgrace to your family and 

friends—too late you’ve had that tragic accident. Do you see that there is sometimes an 

urgency about changing the way you are living? Stop, for God’s sake, stop, an inner voice 

may be saying right here in the church, before it is too late. Many people put off making 

necessary changes to their life until it is too late.  

Of course, procrastination in responding to the call of God is the most serious 

procrastination of all. I challenge you to find one place in the New Testament where Jesus 

told anybody to “go home, think it over, and get back tomorrow.” It simply didn’t 

happen. Jesus comes Simon and Andrew and James and John at their fishing boats beside 

the Sea of Galilee and says to them, “Follow me,” And immediately they left their nets 

and followed him. Jesus’ invitation is always an invitation to do it now. Are you ready to 

say “Yes” to God’s invitation?      


